KEEPING FIT

occasions when, as Prince of Wales, he attended a con-
cert it was, as a rule, in support of a favourite charity.
We have seen that his taste in music led him in early
days to aspire to the mastery of bagpipes and guitar.
What should such a one be doing in the Queen's Hall
or Covent Garden ? That, perhaps, is his own attitude,
although any sensible music lover would hold that the
aspiring piper and guitarist had a better right of entry
to those places than many who dutifully take up their
station there. If that is so, the Duke is quite content to
neglect his rights. Nor has he ever itched to join any of
the satellite sets attending on literature, painting or ballet.

In Queen Victoria's reign, the age of precepts and
inhuman respectability, the public expected of Royalty
a full dress exhibition of all the virtues; and what was
expected was in good measure supplied. Imagine any
member of the present Royal Family spreading virtuous
plumes before the public of the Lax Twenties ! More
than a little wisdom will be discerned, by future students
of our social conditions, in the quiet, self-possessed
conduct of the King and Queen of England during that
nightmare decade. During that period they were
anxiously watching, but with no sign of panic, the
development of their children and, through them, the
interaction of character and the inimical forces which
were then let loose. The post-war years of any period
have invariably made life dangerous for the individual
and for society alike. After that war it was a marvel
that the oncoming generation did not sink irretrievably
into the slough of cynical passivity.

Through that decade (which in retrospect appears
as one long, continuous and disreputable night-club)
the Duke of Windsor passed with the rest of us. He
was no more sheltered from its insidious influence than
any others of our generation. It was a testing-time of
such intensity that many failed to come through. They
lost their hold on life. The odds against them were too
great. It is not merely because we have lived through